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FREDERICK P. KEPPEL 


A PERSONAL IMPRESSION 


Dr. Keppri died on 8, September 1943, and it is 
right and fitting that the South African Library 
Association should join with the great company 
of men and women mourning his loss, not only 
in America but in the Dominions, indeed through- 
out the English-speaking world. We owe our 
existence as an Association to the great Corpora- 
tion of which, for nineteen years, he was President, 
and much of the progress recorded in this Journal 
from time to time has been made possible by the 
Carnegie Corporation’s help and friendly interest. 

Dr. Keppel paid two visits to South Africa, one, 
in company with James Bertram, in 1927, and the 
other, with Mrs. Keppel, in 1935. Dr. C.T. Loram 
was responsible for the conduct of the first tour 
and our President, Mr. Stirling, for the second. 
I think he very much enjoyed both tours. He liked 
South Africans and Australians, speaking admir- 
ingly of Mr. Stirling as having most in common 
with an American librarian. On the second visit 
Dr. Keppel spent a crowded three weeks moving 
about the country, seeing things for himself and 
coming to his own conclusions, for he was~one 
of the keenest of observers. He did not seem to 
ask many questions ; conditions photographed 
themselves on that most perceptive mind. There 
was a Jeanes Conference in Northern Rhodesia 
which he wanted to attend and he could not spare 
more than three weeks for South Africa, but he 
saw scores of people and there were very pleasant 
occasions at Stellenbosch, when the Poor White 
Report was discussed, at the Witwatersrand Uni- 


versity, and at Pretoria, where the Trustees of his | 


Library Development Fund had a luncheon for 
him and General Smuts was in his happiest vein. 
In one of the smaller University towns we visited, 
Keppel—always ready for a story or a joke— 
wanted cigarettes but had little hope of getting 
the rather potent brand he liked. Oddly enough 
the first tobacconist appealed to produced the 
article. Keppel asked him who bought these rather 
expensive American cigarettes. The students at the 
College, was the reply. He told the tobacconist 


that students in America were not usually able to 


afford them. “Oh, ours can. All their fathers 
are working.”’ He was very pleased with that 
ripost. 


Keppel remained extraordinarily young for his 
years and preserved the mental activity of youth 
all his life. He was never absorbed by the present, 
was always looking forward, always thinking of 
the day after to-morrow, valuing applicable exper- 
ience highly but not otherwise much interested in 
the past. In his 1939 Report he quoted President 
Sproul who was all for hastening the day “when 
the process of stayinz young mentally is looked 
upon as a matter of personal hygiene”. He did 
immense service to the cause of Adult Education 
and helped more than most men in public life 
to win acceptance for the doctrine that education 
is a life-long business. His essentially legal mind 
worked along very broad lines ; he was always on 
the watch against formalizing too much or limiting 
boundaries too strictly. Distinctions and qualifi- 
cations, except on the big scale, did not appeal to 
him. He was very appreciative of what he called 
the layman’s realistic common sense—of course 
he had worked for years with one of the strongest 
Boards in America—and exerted himself to secure 
lay co-operation in carrying out the Corporation’s 
programmes in the Dominions. His philosophic 
detachment was very complete. Perhaps he would 
not have agreed, in spite of his equipment, that 
he was a philosopher. He might have thought, 
with the man in Mr. McFee’s Derelicts, that to 
be called a philosopher did not distinguish him 
adequately from the intelligentsia! His attitude 
to the intelligentsia, while immensely appreciative 
and not at all critical, was rather paternal, a little 
like that of C. J. Rhodes. Keppel seemed to 
hold the view that it was the privilege of his 
Foundation to shield scholarship and learning from 
contact with the harshly impersonal realities of 
business. Heads of colleges could look after them- 
selves no doubt, but the plight of cloistered, un- 
worldly folk, retired at an age limit with a 
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research to complete or a book half-written, stirred 
him. 

His remarkable Annual Reports reflected his pre- 
occupations and are exercises in the art of thinking 
aloud. But they are models, too, of frank and lucid 
statement. Frankness, indeed, seemed to be the 
keynote—with that mellow wisdom of his playing 
lambently across the field of Corporation policies. 
Frankness, he thought, was incumbent on the 
large Foundations. It was, more or less, their duty 
to take the public into their confidence ; the fact 
that their income was exempt from taxation almost 
enjoined it. There was no competitive element in 
Foundation work—-any more than in gold mining 
—and no reason for secrecy. His Corporation 
was the pioneer in devising this new technique of 
large-scale giving on business principles and the 
more ideas they got from outside the better. And, 
of course, the important thing was to induce other 
possessors of great wealth to follow the lead of 
Carnegie ; hiding Foundation lights under bushels 
would not help towards that. Perhaps this frank- 
ness is the reason why one sees so little criticism 
of Carnegie activities, for when eminent public 
men tell the public what they are doing, and why, 
it inhibits a good deal of criticism. 

Carnegie, in one of his characterful letters to 
his Trustees, laid it down that the “advancement 
and diffusion of knowledge and understanding” 
was to be their principal object ; so, while newer 
Foundations explored other fields, the Carnegie 
programmes were essentially, and widely, cultural 
in the older usage of the word, and their great 
traditions are associated largely with books and 
libraries. Keppel was keenly exercised about the 
professional standing of librarians in South Africa 
and did what he could to assist in the education of 
public and academic opinion. He was anxious 
that South African librarians should know what 
was being done in America and, to that end, that 
they should have a liberal share in the Corpora- 
tion’s Visitors’ Grants. He was anxious, too, that 
librarians generally should develop the scholarly 
side of their profession and this topic is discussed 
in his 1935 Report. In spite of the vast scale of 


6) 


the Corporation’s activities he found time to 
maintain his interest in Southern Africa and kept 
in touch with Mr. Stirling, Colonel Malherbe, 
and other friends. He repeatedly commended the 
quality of the advice and assistance the Corpora- 
tion had obtained in this country. The Poor White 
Report, which the Corporation financed, gave him 
much satisfaction. He thought it a thoroughly 
competent and authoritative bit of work and ‘was 
gratified with the widespread notice which it 
attracted. ; 
Keppel was something more than a gteat 
Foundation president ; he must have had one of 
the most exploratory and vivid and restless minds 
of his generation. T. H. Huxley was one of his 
admired figures and he had a good deal in common 
with Huxley. He was always testing old techniques 
or investigating some promising field for new 
activities. It was not enough, he said, to know 
whether a thing was a going concern—‘‘we must 
find out where it is going, if anywhere . . .”. 
He seemed to find difficulty in resisting an urge 
to pull his projects up by the roots, so anxious 
was he to know how they were prospering, -and 
to be suspicious of anything static or stagnating 
anywhere. Probably he had his measure of dis- 
couragements, but if he was ever discouraged or 
even impatient he never showed it in his Reports. 
The slowness of the Southern Dominions and the 
lack of public response on a respectable scale’ to 
financial stimulus from the Corporation rather 
irked him ; the way we cling to the library sub- 
scription system—‘abandoned elsewhere in the 
civilized world”, as he said—was an instati¢e. 
But he knew all about the pace of the ox and .was 
not unduly disturbed. The lines from the Harvard 
Commemoration Ode— 


“Tis not the grapes of Canaan that repay, 
But the high faith that failed not...” 


provide an epitaph for him. He was a good friend 
to us and there will doubtless be a memorial to 
him in the Central Library at Pretoria, which we 
owe to the Corporation. 

C. CHristiz 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Hospitals’ Records. The necessity tor trained medical 
record librarians in the larger hospitals is being dis- 
cussed in medical and nursing circles in Cape Town. 

Gertrude Elliot, B.A., A.S.A.L.A., in an article pub- 
lished in the current issue of the South African 
nursing journal, puts the case for such appointments. 
She states that at present untrained filing clerks are 
left to battle with invaluable documents and no 


attention is given to indexing and cross-indexing, 
with the result that a medical record is more often 
than not buried irretrievably in the chaotic mass of 
ever-increasing records. An accurate medical record 
library, she writes, is of value to the patient in-the 
event of future illness, or with regard to specialists‘or 
departments consulted. Accurate records help the 
physician to assess the value of new methods ‘of 
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treatment and give the hospital administration the 
basis for all statistical reports. Outside the hospital 
_ these records might prove the only reliable defence 
’ for the physician or hospital against malicious allega- 
tions and demands. Properly filed records would be 
of value.to public health officials for statistical data, 
and, most important of all, would be the foundation 
for scientific medical research. 

The medical superintendent of the Groote Schuur 
Hospital, Dr. J. M. de Wet, said yesterday that every 
modern hospital should be equipped with a complete 
medical record library, under the control of a qualified 
librarian. He thought the University of Cape Town 
could extend its library courses to include medical 
record library training, if the demand for it was shown. 

(Cape times, 13. Jan. 1944) 


Johannesburg. Public Library. From the Annual report, 


1942-43: The Langley Levy collection of some 7,000 
volumes was catalogued for the Reference Library, 
and a card index to the songs in the same collection 
was completed, including some 8,000 items... The 
binding of scientific and technical journals has been 
suspended until the end of the war. During the year 
a duty-free legacy of £1,000 was left to the Seymour 
Memorial Library by the late Mrs. A. K. Radcliffe, 
the widow of the late Major Louis Irving Seymour. 
... Aneffort is being made to obtain for preservation 
a copy of all books and pamphlets issued in Afrikaans 
from the First Movement to date. 

The counter in the Central Lending Library, which 
had been enlarged a few years ago, became too small 
to carry the records, and the reorganization of the 
department became a matter of urgency. Serious 
consideration was given to the question of changing 
the system of issue to one of the more modern 
American systems. This would have involved the 
provision of hundreds of thousands of new cards and 
the proposed change was postponed until the end of 
the war... . Failing a change of issue system, steps 
had to be taken to improve the working of the old 
system. . The service counter was redesigned, 
enlarged to three times its former size and arranged 
so that more assistants could be engaged on discharg- 
ing at one time... . 

. In the estimates for the year 1943-44 provision was 
made for the establishment of a third branch library. 

The second travelling library vehicle was completed 
in July 1942. It consists of a specially designed all- 
steel body on a five-ton G.M.C. chassis. The total 
cost of the vehicle was £1,225... . 

Starting in June 1943, a small library has been 
opened twice weekly at the University Clinic and 
Social Centre, Fordsburg. A member of the Library 
.. Staff attends to serve the people and advise them in 
their reading. ... An average of 90 books a week was 
issued during June. 

In collaboration with the Johannesburg Books for 
Troops organization a travelling library service for 
auxiliary military hospitals in the Johannesburg area 
was started in June 1943. The Public Library provides 
an experienced assistant, a vehicle, and books on special 
subjects, the Books for Troops provides general 
literature and fiction and voluntary assistants. . . . 

. At the beginning of May a library for the use of 
patients inthe Non-European Hospital was established. 
The Hospital Board provided a small room... and 
_ the Council provided the initial book stock—a care- 
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fully selected collection of general fiction and readable 
non-fiction, easily read books for patients of a low 
standard of education, and books in the vernacular 
languages. A member of the Library staff attends at 
the Hospital twice weekly and the books are taken 
to the wards by voluntary helpers, who are mainly 
medical students and students of the Jan Hofmeyr 
School of Social Work. . . . 

The Council has created a number of new posts 
suitable for qualified and experienced people . 
and has revised its regulations regarding the qualitica- 
tions required for the various posts.... There are 
twelve student assistants, four for each academic year. 
These assistants are university students who work for 
two months a year in the Public Library as paid 
assistants, and undertake to attend lectures in lib- 
rarianship throughout the year and to sit for the 
examinations of the Library Association or the South 
African Library Association. 


Rose-Innes Library. Further to our note in S.A.L. 


9: 123, Apr. 1942, we have received from Cape Town 
the following extract from The Cape standard of 
19. Oct. 1943 : “Recently the Library [of the Hyman 
Liberman Institute] received a generous bequest of 
nearly 500 books from the Estate of the late Sir 
James Rose-Innes. A special section has been reserved 
for them after they have been marked with a suitable 
book-plate.”’ 


National Central Library, London. From the Annual 


report, 1941-42 and 1942-43: Details are given of 
the fire which destroyed part of the Library in April 
1941. ‘The total number of books lost was 104,349, 
including many volumes of series, such as the Rolls 
Series, the Calendars of State Papers, and others 
which had taken years to collect. About one-third of 
the original building was later made habitable, and 
additional temporary premises have been leased. 

Largely through the instrumentality of the Library 
Association the Central Council of the National Book 
Recovery Appeal has undertaken to give the National 
Central Library an opportunity to select books from 
those given by the public for the purpose of salvage. 
... The work of the Library has become increasingly 
difficult owing to the loss of seventeen out of thirty- 
one members of the staff, although it has been possible 
to fill seven of the vacancies by the appointment of 
temporary assistants. 

The Treasury grant, which had previously been 
reduced from £4,800 to £3,500 was increased to 
£4,500. 

In reporting on the work of the Regional Bureaux, 
the following extract from the 27. Annual report of 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust is quoted : ‘The 
continued development of the regional bureaux 
perhaps presents the most interesting feature of the 
library history of the last five years. They in a quiet 
and unostentatious manner brought about a minor 
revolution in the attitude of libraries to one another 
and to their clients. There has been co-operation 
between librarians and between library authorities 
for many years , but it is only within the past decade 
or two that the average librarian has felt disposed to 
encourage his readers to ask for whatever books they 
want and has been in a position to satisfy their 
demands.” 
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TRANSVAALSE RAADGEWENDE KOMITEE 
INSAKE BIBLIOTEKE 


DIE TRANSVAALSE PROVINSIALE BIBLIOTEEKSKEMA 


Gedurende 1941 het die Administrateur van 
die Transvaal ’n Adviserende Raad vir Biblio- 
teke in die lewe gerocp om openbare en ander 
biblioteke in hierdie provinsie te ontwikkel. 
Dr. E. G. Malherbe (wat die Unie-regering 
verteenwoordig) is die voorsitter van hierdie 
Raad ; ander lede is Mevr. E. O’Connor 
(Voorsitster van dic Vroue-afdeling van dic 
Transvaalse Landbou-unie); Mnr. Charles 
Christie (S.-A. Biblioteckvereniging), Majoor 
Kk. W. Hunt (Voorsitter van dic ‘Transvaalse 
Landbou-unie); Mor. H. H. Kreft 
(Direkteur van Onderwys); Mnr. M. G. 
Nicolson (‘Transvaalse Munisipale Vereni- 
ging); en Mnr. M. M.. Stirling (Staats- 
bibliotekaris). 
Nadat die Raad van die huidige 
biblioteektoestande in die ‘Transvaal gemaak 
het, het dit ’n “uitbreidingsprogram” saam- 
gestel en dit ter goedkeuring aan die ‘Trans- 
vaalse Administrasie voorgelé. 


UITBREIDINGSPROGRAM 


Die vernaamste punte van dic uitbreidings- 
program is as volg :- 
Die Raad se strewe is : 
(a) om provinsiale biblioteekskema in te 
stel wat sal insluit diens aan  stede, 
dorpe, gebiede van gesondheidskomitees 
en gebiede wat nic deur plaaslike besture 
beheer word nie; so ’n skema sou alle 
bestaande biblioteekdienste in streck- 
skemas kodrdineer om sodoende elke 
persoon vrye toegang tot boeke te verleen. 
om nouer samewerking tussen aile biblio- 
teke van die provinsie te bevorder met 
die oog op groter besparing en doel- 
treffendheid. 


Organisaste van Provinstale Biblioteekskema 

Vir die doeltretfende administrasie van dic 
skema sal dit nodig wees om ’n Sentrale 
Organisasie in die lewe te roep, b.v. vir 
sentralisasie ten opsigte van die aankoop en 
verspreiding van boeke, bockhouding, dic 
inbind, katalogisering en klassifikasie van 
boeke, die standaardisering’ van metodes 
gebruik in takbiblioteke, publisiteit, aankoop 
van skryfbehoeftes en ander voorrade. 


(b) 


10. 


Streekbiblioteke 

Die Provinsie sal vir biblioteekdocleindes 
in ’n aantal streke ingedeel word elk waarvan 
‘n Streekbiblioteek met die volgende twee 
funksies sal hé : 


(a) Om te funksioneer in samewerking met 
die openbare Biblioteek van die stedelike 
gebied waarin dit geleé is ; en 

om te funksioneer boekverspreiding- 
sentrum en ko6drdineerpunt vir al dic 
biblioteke wat in die streek geleé is, 


(b) 


elke Streekbiblioteek sal sy eie Bibliotekaris 

he. 

Die Streekbibliotekarts sal die diens sy 

Streek koGrdineer, takbiblioteke, dépéts, ens., 

besoek en met ander Streekbibliotekarisse 

saamwerk, 

Boekvoorraad 

Die Streekbiblioteck sal die Naslaanbiblio- 
teck van die streek huisves en poog om ’n 
voorraad boeke wat van permanente nut is, 
op te bou. 

Elke Streekbiblioteek sal minstens drie 

boeke per kop van die blanke bevolking van 
die Streek besit. 
Boeke sal van die Streekbiblioteek na dic 
Takbiblioteke en Dép6éts gestuur word.-- Vir 
hierdie doel behoort die Streekbiblioteek 
reisende biblioteke te hé om boeke aan Takke 
en Dépéts te besorg. Boeke wat by die Takke 
en Dépéts nie meer vir bruikleen nodig is of 
wat herstel moet word, word aan die Streek- 
biblioteek terugbesorg. Die Bibliotekaris op 
die Reisende Biblioteek sal.’n skakel vorm vir 
die oorbring van boodskappe en versoeke om 
boeke tussen takke, Dépéts en die Streek- 
biblioteek. 

Takbibltoteke 

Takbiblioteke sal in alle stede en dorpe 
gestig word. Daar sal vanelke Stads- en Dorps- 
raad verwag word 
(a) om geskikte huisvesting vir sy eie plaas- 

like biblioteek te verskaf; 

(b) om tot die Provinsiale Biblioteekskema 
by te dra deur sy eie plaaslike biblioteek 
op ’n gesonde finansiéle grondslag te 
plaas. Van Stadsrade sal verwag word 
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om minstens 2s. per kop van sy eie blanke 
bevolking per jaar by te dra en van 
Dorpsrade sal 1s. per kop per jaar ver- 
wag word. 


11. Biblioteekdépéts 


In gebiede wat nie deur Stads- of Dorps- 

rade bestuur word nie, sal biblioteekdépdts 
onder toesig van die Streekbibliotekaris by 
plattelandse skole, poskantore, Landbou- 
unietakke, winkels, afgeleé myne, of besproei- 
ingswerke, ens., gestig word. Vrywillige hulp 
mag gewerf word in verband met die bestuur 
van hierdie dépéts. _ 
Die grondslag van bostaande is die besef dat 
die funksie van die biblioteek as ’n faktor in 
die opvoeding van volwassenes en kinders 
slegs vervul kan word indien 


(a) ’n genoegsame voorraad boeke vir beide 
onderrig en ontspanning verskaf word 


(b) hierdie boeke aangebied word deur op- 
geleide bibliotekarisse wat die belange 
van die lesers op die hart dra ; 

(c) geen struikelblokke soos deposito’s of 
intekengelde tussen die leser en die boek 
geplaas word nie. 


.Met ’n gestadige toevoer nuwe boeke vanaf 
die Streekbiblioteek sal elke stads- en dorps- 
biblioteek versterk en aangewakker word en 
met advies oor boekkeuse, katalogisering, en 
klassifikasie deur die Streekbibliotekaris, sal 
hierdie biblioteke in staat wees om alle 
bruikleners van ’n eersteklas diens te voor- 
sien. 

. Ten einde te verhoed dat plaaslike letter- 
kundige smaak nie oor die hoof gesien word 
nie, sal bestaande biblioteekkomitees nog 
aanbly in ’n adviserende hoedanigheid veral 
in stede en dorpe wat nie as Streeksentrums 
gekies is nie. 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Wynberg. Public Library. A steady increase in all 
departments of the work of the Library is reported. 
The issue counter was enlarged to cope with increased 
membership, and metal book-ends were purchased 
to keep the books upright on the shelves. Exhibitions 
showing the work of various Cape artists were ar- 
ranged, and as in previous years photographs on loan 
from the Bureau of Information were displayed. 
A series of book displays, many of them in connexion 
with current cinema films, was arranged. 


Gray, The Rev. Charles. Life of Robert Gray, Bishop 
of Cape Town, [etc.]. London : Rivingtons, 1876. 2 v. 
We have reason to believe that the Index in some 
copies is fuller than the one usually present in 
volume 2. (Mendelssohn, 2, p. 630-31). 


Johannesburg. University of the Witwatersrand. Library. 
Catalogue of an exhibition of Africana, comprising a 
selection of original oil paintings, watercolours, 
drawings, aquatints and engravings, rare books, maps, 
and plans, manuscripts and autograph letters, por- 
traits, currency notes, coins, medals, ephemera, in 
the New Library Building . . . opened 12th March, 
1934, by H.R.H. Prince George, etc., (compiled by 
W. R. Morrison). 48 p. 9 pls. 25 cm. paper. 

A number of copies of this catalogue are still 
obtainable from The Librarian, University of the 
Witwatesrand. Gratis. Postage 14d. 


Non-European Reading. Education through reading, 
by Edward Roux. Johannesburg: S.A. Institute of 
a! Relations. 1942. (Howard Pim pamphlet, no. 3). 


This is a very simple, concise booklet, explaining 
to Africans “the uses of education’’, the “‘branches 
of knowledge”, and “books and how to use them”. 


Agricultural Libraries. Chronica botanica. 7 : 267-68, 
Dec. 1942, contains a short survey of agricultural 
libraries of the world, based on a survey made by the 
International Institute of Agriculture at Rome: 
Camerani-Teodorova, Mara, comp. Les biblio- 
théques agricoles dans le monde / International 
directory of agricultural libraries. Rome: Internationa 
Institute of Agriculture. 1939. 311 p. 25 lire. 


Room for Books. Under this heading the Times literary 
supplement for 31. July 1943, p. 367, has a leader, and 
a letter from the Secretary of the National Book 
Council, commending the idea put forward by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury that in planning post-war 
homes provision should be made for built-in book- 
cases. In the modern flat and home the most ingenious 
contrivances are provided for kitchen and bedroom 
equipment, but there is nowhere to keep books. 
At the same time the people at large are buying and 
ae books to a much greater extent than ever 

ore. 


Librarians in the Public Service. A leader in the 
Pretoria news of 6. Sep. 1943, commenting on the 
commencing salary of £20 16s. 8d. offered to a lib- 
rarian for the South African Broadcasting Corporation, 
who must be bilingual, possess a degree in modern 
languages, a diploma in librarianship, and practical 
experience in library work, says the Corporation 
adheres faithfully to the much-criticized subsistence- 
level standards of the Public Service. 
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BIBLIOTEKE EN TWEETALIGHEID 


L. EHLERS 


Universiteitsbiblioteek, Stellenbosch 


Dis veral om twee redes dat ek nou hierdie saak 
te berdewil bring: eerstens, die groot belangstelling 
wat daar deesdae in die kwessie van tweetaligheid 
aan die dag gelé word ; en tweedens, die belang- 
rike vordering wat daar in die jongste tyd gemaak is 
met lektuurvoorsiening vir die platteland in Suid- 
Afrika. 

Ek wil egter nie skryf oor die tweetaligheid van 
die biblioteekpersonele nie, wat, hoewel dit in 
hierdie land absoluut noodsaaklik is, nog veel te 
wense oorlaat. Ek wil veral ’n paar gedagtes uit- 
spreek i.v.m. tweetaligheid in die boekvoorraad. 

Die uiters klein persentasie wat die Afrikaanse 
boeke van die boekvoorraad van ons meeste open- 
bare biblioteke uitmaak, hoef ek hier nie te beklem- 
toon nie—dis ’n algemeen-bekende feit. Hierdie 
onbevredigende toestand van sake is egter nie 
sonder oorsaak nie. Die Afrikaanse boek is nie 
alleen baie duurder as die Engelse boek in die 
algemeen nie, maar al koop ’n biblioteek ook aile 
Afrikaanse boeke wat verskyn—en dit beloop nie 
eers 500 per jaar nie—sal hy nog nie daarin kan 
slaag om die balans tussen die twee tale te hand- 
haaf nie. 

Vir altwee hierdie moeilikhede is daar egter 
oplossings. Die eerste is vanselfsprekend : die 
Afrikaanse boek sal goedkoper word namate die 
aanvraag toeneem en dit sal gebeur sodra alle 
openbare biblioteke hulle daarop toelé om ’n goeie 
Afrikaanse versameling op te bou en in stand te 
hou. Dis eintlik oor die oplossing van die tweede 
probleem wat ek hier meer breedvoerig wil uitwei. 

As die voorgestelde provinsiale biblioteekskemas 
eers in volle werking is, sal die tekort aan Afri- 
kaanse leesstof eers regtig akuut gevoel word. 
Want die aanvraag sal veral na Afrikaanse boeke 
wees en ek glo nie dat ons uitgewers in staat sal 
wees om die aanvraag in sy volle omvang te be- 
vredig nie. Ek stel dus voor dat ons ons toevlug 
neem tot die Nederlandse en Vlaamse boek. Baie 
van ons oumense lees nog Nederlands met gemak 
en ek dink dat ons alles in ons vermoé moet doen 
om die goeie gewoonte by ons jong mense aan te 
kweek. Ons moet die Nederlandse boek propa- 
geer. Ons moet die mense wys op die ontelbare 
skatte van die Nederlandse letterkunde en op die 
meesterwerke van de wéreldliteratuur wat deur 


middel van vertalings vir hulle in Nederlands toe- 
ganklik gemaak is. 

Hierdie oplossing sal terselfdertyd ander ge- 
wenste resultate oplewer. Die Engelssprekende 
vra so dikwels watter voordele daar aan die aanleer 
van so ’n klein taaltjie met so ’n beperkte letter- 
kunde verbonde is. Laat ons dit duidelik onder 
sy aandag bring dat, afgesien van ekonomiese 
voordele, hy ook esteties kan aat deur Afrikaans 
aan te leer, omdat hy dan ook sonder veel moeite 
toegang sal hé tot die Nederlandse en Vlaamse 
letterkunde wat ’n vergelyking met die jongste 
Engelse letterkunde gunstig kan deurstaan. Die 
lees van Nederlands sal ook almal wat daarop ge- 
steld is om Afrikaans suiwer te skryf en te praat, 
grootliks tot hulp wees. 

’n Ander middel wat aangewend sal moet word 
om die omvang van die Afrikaanse boekproduksie 
te laat toeneem, is vertalings van goeie werke uit 
alle beskikbare tale. Ek het onlangs nagegaan hoe 
dit met vertalings in Afrikaans gesteld is en dit 
was vir my baie duidelik dat ons nog maar bloed- 
weinig in hierdie rigting gedoen het. Ons het die 
bekwame mense en daar is ’n magdom van boeke 
wat sonder veel moeite met sukses in Afrikaans 
vertaal kan word. Die saak moet net met alle 
erns georganiseerd aangepak word. In hierdie 
verband stel ek voor dat die Afrikaanse Akademie 
en die F. A. K. gesamentlik ’n vertalingskomitee 
daar sal stel wat boeke sal aanwys wat vertaal kan 
word, wat dié reélings met skrywers en uitgewers 
sal tref en wat geskikte mense sal soek om die 
werke te vertaal. Ek is daarvan vas oortuig dat 
so ’n onderneming homself op die lang duur 
dubbel en dwars sal betaal. 

lets wat nou ook met die uitbreiding van biblio- 
teekfasiliteite vir die platteland dringend nood- 
saaklik sal word, is die daarstelling van ’n gesag- 
hebbende Afrikaanse biblioteekterminologie. Ek 
dink veral aan die absolute onontbeerlikheid van 
goeie reeks Afrikaanse onderwerpshoofde. Dis 
’n saak wat m.i. die beste opgelos kan word deur 
’n gesamentlike komitee van die Suid-Afrikaanse 
Akademie en die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteek- 
vereniging. 

Met hierdie paar gedagtes en voorstelle wil ek 
geensins voorgee dat ek die onderwerp uitgeput 
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het nie. Daar sal nog baie probleme opduik met 
die verloop van tyd. Ek wou net 'n paar van die 
vernaamste dinge aangestip het cn die rigting 
waarin bevredigende oplossings gesoek moet 


BOOK 


FREER, Percy, ed. Catalogue of Union periodicals . . . 
ed. for the National Research Council & 
National Research Board. Johannesburg. 1943- 
v.1: Science and technology. 1943. 542 p. 
Obtainable from: The Hon. Editor, c/o The 
Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg. Oversea distributors : Messrs. 
Percy Lund Humphries & Co., Ltd., The 
Country Press, Bradford, England. Price 
(post free): South Africa I5s.; Overseas £1 1s. 


The value of such a work as this to scientific workers 
and librarians is so obvious as to need no emphasis. 
[t will be as indispensable as a good index to a book or 
a concordance to the Bible or Shakespeare. Publication 
of a new Union List has long been overdue, for, as 
Mr. Freer shows, the number of serial publications 
available for consultation in South Africa has increased 
from 3,117 in 1927 to over 6,000 in 1943. 

To the user of any catalogue of periodicals the method 
of arrangement is all-important. The strict adherence 
to alphabetical order adopted in the World list of scientific 
periodicals called for an exact knowledge of even minor 
words in the title of the journal sought. Further, 
alphabetical arrangement separated publications of the 
same Institution from each other. Many of the difficul- 
ties in consulting the World list were overcome by its 
American counterpart. Mr. Freer has adopted a method 
different from either, taking the subject Catchword in 
the title of the publication as his entry heading with 
sub-arrangements according to Language and Country. 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


word, aangedui het. Ten slotte net dit: hierdic 
saak is dringend en hoe gouer ons aan die werk 
spring om dit agtermekaar te kry, hoe beter! 


REVIEW 


This practice calls for many cross-references, especially 
where the title is not sufficient guide to content, and 
these Mr. Freer has provided in abundance. A very care- 
ful explanation, with examples, of the plan of arrange- 
ment is given in the Introduction and no one studying 
this should have the smallest difficulty in tracing the 
publication he wants. Even before reading the explana- 
tion the present reviewer tested the Catalogue carefully, 
finding the entry he sought without any trouble. 

The Subject motif in any catalogue has its disadvantages 
as any user of the old University College Catalogue will 
recognize, but I think it may fairly be said that Mr. 
Freer has overcome these, and the compensating 
advantages of arrangement according to subject for 
those not fully aware of what is published in their own 
field of research are manifold. 

It would be interesting, by careful comparison, to 
discover how far the issue of earlier union lists has 
encouraged the libraries of South Africa to fill their 
lacunae and, by avoiding overlapping, to make the best 
use of the all too meagre allocation of funds. 

It is a peculiar pleasure to the compiler of the first 
Union catalogue to appear in South Africa, now more 
than a generation ago, to pay tribute to Mr. Freer’s 
work and to offer to him and to the National Research 
Board hearty congratulations on work so creditably 
carried out and so generously supported. Every serious 
worker in South Africa will be under a heavy load of 
debt to Mr. Freer. It is astounding to learn from the 
Preface that there exists a library authority so purblind 
as to refuse to co-operate in this important and useful 
work. 


A. C. G. LLoyp 


PERSONALIA 


GrAHAM—Miss E. Graham has been appointed Lib- 
rarian of the Grahamstown Public Library in succes- 
sion to Miss F. V. Webster. 


RALLING—Miss M. Ralling retired from the staff of the 
South African Public Library in February. The 
following is taken from Cape libraries, 2 (5) 3, Jan. 
1944 :— 

“‘What must surely be one of the longest unbroken 
periods of service in a South African library will 
come to an end in February when Miss Margaret 
Ralling retires from the staff of the South African 
Public Library. Miss Ralling, who joined the 
Library staff 41 years ago, has served three lib- 
rarians—two of them as confidential secretary, 
and many distinguished Trustees, including J. X 
Merriman and Sir Thomas Muir. Apart from her 


work as Assistant Librarian she has been closely 
connected with the work of the Van Riebeeck 
Society, which grew up within the South African 
{Public] Library, and until recently was Honorary 
Secretary of the Books for Troops and Ships 
Committee . . . which owes much to her enthu- 
siasm and knowledge both of books and of human 
nature. ...” 


WEBSTER—Miss F. V. Webster, for many years Librarian 
of the Grahamstown Public Library, retired towards 
the end of last year on account of ill health. 


WHITE—Miss D. White, who joined the staff of the 
Kimberley Public Library in September 1940, and 
went on active service in June 1942, died while on 
service on 7, January 1944. 


Cla 
2 
4 Bas 
Blu 
: Bry 
Dev 
Dor 
Ger 
Gru 
Hor 
Hur 
q Llo 
Lic 
Pete 
Poll 
Prei 
4 Reic 
Roo 
Stei 
Tau 
Too 
a Vos 
Wal 
Whi 
a Afri 
2 
Coe 
j Fou 
i 
‘ 
Are 
Dak 
Hor 
Nic 
Roo 
Ros 
Sin 
q Wal 
q Eng 
1 
Bar: 
Bass 
Bra 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS 1943 


List of Passes 
ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 


Classification, Cataloguing, and Routine 
23 candidates entered and passed 
Basson, Anna René, State Library 
Blundell-Brown, Joy, Johannesburg P.L. 
Bryant, Helen Mary, State Library 
Devenish, Joan Margaret, Johannesburg P.L. 
Dorfman, Mona, Johannesburg P.L. 
Gerdes, Renate M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Grupel, Cynthia, State Library 
Horwitz, Betty, Johannesburg P.L. 
Hurly, Joan, Johannesburg P.L. 
Lloyd, Doris Ann2, Johannesburg P.L.. 
Lickhoff, Marjorie, State Library 
Peters, Andrée Margaret, State Library 
Pollack, Naomi, Johannesburg P.L. 
Preiss, Thelma Mildred, State Library 


Reid, Maureen Amy Harriet, Johannesburg P.L. 


Rintoul-Higham, Janet, Grahamstown P.L. 
Roodt, Stella, Johannesburg P.L. 

Stein, Esther Bertha, Johannesburg P.L. 
Tauté, Mafalda Mary, Johannesburg P.L. 
Tooke, Beatrice Dorothy, S.A. Native College 
Vos, Audrey Mabel, Johannesburg P.L. 
Walker, Marjorie McRae, Johannesburg P.L. 
Whitaker, Joscelyne, Johannesburg P.L. 


Afrikaans Literature—Grade A 
2 candidates entered and passed 


Coetzee, Anna Jacoba, Germiston (Carnegie) P.L. 


Fourie, Dorothy, Germiston (Carnegie) P.L. 


Afrikaans Literature—Grade B 

13 candidates entered, 11 passed 
Alexander, Sheila, Johannesburg P.L. 
Aremband, Esther, Johannesburg P.L. 
Dakers, Dorothy Jean, Johannesburg P.L. 
Furze, Daphne, Johannesburg P.L. 
Horwitz, Betty, Johannesburg P.L. 
Nicol, Phyllis Main, Germiston (Carnegie) P.L. 
Roodt, Stella, Johannesburg P.L. 
Ross, Joan Margaret, State Library 
Sinclair, Elsa McNeil, Johannesburg P.L. 
Walker, Marjorie McRae, Johannesburg P.L.. 
Whitaker, Joscelyne, Johannesburg P.L. 


English Literature—Grade A 

18 candidates entered, 11 passed 
Barnat, Lorna, Johannesburg P.L. 
Basson, Anna René, State Library 
Brass, G., Johannesburg P.L. 


Bryant, Helen Mary, State Library 
Gerdes, Renate M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Horwitz, Betty, Johannesburg P.L. 
Hughes, Margaret Ella, Johannesburg P.L. 
Keeley, Moyra Theresa, Germiston (Carnegie) P.1.. 
Peters, Andrée Margaret, State Library 
Rintoul-Higham, Janet, Grahamstown P.L. 
Taylor, Basil Arthur, State Library 


WHOLE ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 


The following have now qualified for the 


Elementary Certificate :— 
First Class 
Sinclair, Elsa McNeil, Johannesburg P.L. 


Second Class 

Alexander, Sheila, Johannesburg P.L. 
Aremband, Esther, Johannesburg P.L. 
Barnat, Lorna, Johannesburg P.L. 

Basson, Anna René, State Library 
Blundell-Brown, Joy, Johannesburg P.L. 
Cabeke, Pauline, Wit. Univ. Library 

Dakers, Dorothy Jean, Johannesburg P.L. 
Devenish, Joan Margaret, Johannesburg P.L. 
Elliott, Pamela, Wit. Univ. Library 

Furze, Daphne, Johannesburg P.L. 

Gerdes, Renate M., Johannesburg P.L. 
Horwitz, Betty, Johannesburg P.L. 

Hughes, Margaret Ella, Johannesburg P.L. 
Liickt.off, Marjorie, State Library 

Nicol, Phyllis Main, Germiston (Carnegie) P.L. 
Rintoul-Higham, Janet, Grahamstown P.L. 
Pollack, Naomi, Johannesburg P.L. 

Ross, Joan Margaret, State Library 

Vos, Audrey Mabel, Johannesburg P.L. 
Walker, Marjorie McRae, Johannesburg P.L. 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


Classtfication 
16 candidates entered, + rassed 


Cabeke, Pauline, Wit. Univ. Library 
England, Winifred Alice, Johannesburg P.L. 
McDonald, Olga Hilary, Johannesburg P.L. 
McGrath, Nora Eileen, Wit. Univ. Library 
Cataloguing 

19 candidates entered, 5 passed 
Canin, Myrtle, Johannesburg P.L. 
Goldberg, Paula, Wit. Univ. Lib. 
McGrath, Nora Eileen, Wit. Univ. Library 
Rabinowitz, Annette, Johannesburg P.L. 
Sinclair, Elsa McNeil, Johannesburg P.L. 
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WHOLE INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


The following have now qualified for Inter- 
mediate Certificates 
Second Class 
Elliott, Pamela, Wit. Univ. Library 
McDonald, Olga Hilary, Johannesburg P.L. 
McGrath, Nora Eileen, Wit. Univ. Library 
Rabinowitz, Annette, Johannesburg P.L. 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


FINAL EXAMINATION 


Bibliography 

7 candidates entered, 5 passed 
Friedgut, Fay Gayle, Johannesburg P.L. 
Isaacson, Pauline Hilda, Johannesburg P.L. 
Miles, Charlotte, Johannesburg P.L. 
Nottes, Florrie, Johannesburg P.L. 
Ogilvie, Jacqueline Hope, Johannesburg P.L, 


IMPORTATION OF BOOKS FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Note from Mr. E. A. Borland, Transvaal Library 
Organizer 


I HAVE been informed by the United States Lega- 
tion at Pretoria that the United States Post Office 
has now lifted its poundage restrictions on parcels 
of books sent from the United States to South 
Africa. 

Librarians, therefore, may now import books 
from the United States by book or parcel post in 
whatever quantities they require. 

Librarians desiring to obtain books by freight 
from the United States should apply in duplicate, 
using form C.I. 126, to the Controller of Imports 
and Exports (Import Control Section), Central 
Street, Pretoria, for a permit and certificate of 
essentiality. 

A list of the books to be ordered must be 
attached. 

A certificate of essentiality will be issued only 
in respect of technical and educational works, 
which will be given a priority rating of five. 
Novels and other ephemeral literature will not 
be certified as essential. 

I have also been informed by the United States 
Legation that magazines published in the United 
States are now being exported in the condition 
in which they are published, and will no longer be 
subject to mutilation by the Censor. 


URGENT 


Secretary's address: Now P.O. Box 857, Pretoria. 
(Note: Please make all remittances payable to 
The Secretary, S.A. Library Association, at Pretoria, 
and cross cheques and postal orders). 
Change of address: Please notify The Hon. Secretary 
immediately of any changes of address. 
Revised subscription rates: 
Members engaged in library work and earning less 
than £300 p.a.: 10s. 6d. p.a. 
All other members : {1 1s. p.a. 


Letter from the American Vice Consul 


Legation of the 
United States of America 
Office of the Commercial Attaché, 
521 S.A. Mutual Buildings, 
Johannesburg 
March 24, 1944 


File No. 690 
RWR /fa 
University of the Witwatersrand, 
Milner Park, 
Johannesburg 
Sirs: 

With further reference to your interest in ob- 
taining American books and publications, I am 
pleased to inform you that restrictions on exports 
of books from the United States to South Africa 
were removed by Post Office Order No. 24013 
dated February 15, 1944, effective February 16, 
1944. However, technical books are still subject 
to licensing requirements of the Foreign Economic 
Administration. 


Very truly yours, 
For the Commercial Attaché : 
[signed] RoperT W. RINDEN, 
American Vice Consul 


NOTICES 


Life members : 20 guineas. 
Oversea institutions subscribing to South African 
libraries : 15s. p.a. 
Single copies : Members 4s., non-members 5s. 6d. 
Detailed syllabuses for examinations of S.A.L.A.: 1s. 
will be paid for any unwanted copies returned to 
The Hon. Secretary, who urgently needs them. 
South African libraries, 10 (2 & 3),Oct. 1942 & Fan. 1943: 
3 _will be paid for copies returned to The Hon. 
itor. 
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JULY EXAMINATIONS 1944 


Closing date of entry. Candidates are reminded 
that applications for admission to the examinations 
must reach the Hon. Examinations Secretary not 
later than 1. May, and completed entry forms and 


fees must be sent in not later than 15. May. 
(Scheme of examinations,) para. 7). 

Commencement of examinations. The examina- 
tions will commence on 3. July. Detailed time- 
tables will be sent to candidates later. 


BOOKS FOR ‘TROOPS 


BOOKS FOR TROOPS JOHANNESBURG COMMITTEE 


THe total number of books distributed was 60,335. 
Of these 555 went to Kenya, 457 to Abyssinia, 1,127 
to South-West and West Africa, 3,159 to the Navy 
(through Durban and Simonstown), and 41,879 to 
Mid-East, making a total of 47,177 sent out of the 
Union. The balance of 13,158 was distributed to 
Camps, Air Stations, Military Hospitals, the Y.T.B. 
Camps at Potchefstroom and Milner Park, the Y.M.C.A, 
Huts at Lenz and Piet Retief, the W.A.A.F. and 
W.A.A.S. Camps at Benoni and Durban, and to 
N.M.C. and C.C. Camps, and 200 books to the 
Soldiers’ Club, Johannesburg. 

From this it will be seen that our field of distribution 
has been wide. Originally most of our libraries in camps 
were housed in Y.M.C.A. Huts, but recently many of 
these have been taken over by the Information Officers 
in the various camps, who have more time to devote to 
this particular branch of welfare work, but we are happy 
to state that the closest co-operation still exists between 
us and the Y.M.C.A., and we are glad to record our 
appreciation of their unfailing help. 

We are also grateful to the Johannesburg Public 
Library which ha; placed accommodation at our disposal 
for sorting and packing the books, and also an office 
for the use of the Secretary. In addition, the Librarian 
has extended the Travelling Services to include the 
Auxiliary Military Hospitals in Johannesburg at our 
suggestion. This service is operated by a member of 
the Johannesburg Public Library staff, who has the use 
of the Travelling Library van provided by the Library, 
and voluntary helpers who do the distribution to each 
patient in the Hospital. 

Our association with the Navy War Fund has been 
avery happy one. This Fund has assisted us in the way 
of financial aid to the extent of £350. 

We have also established very cordial relations with 
the Imperial Troops Comforts Fund, which has assisted 
us in sending supplies to isolated Imperial Units in 
many parts of the African Continent. 

As you know, the distribution of the books for the 
Troops everywhere up North is under the control of 
the U.D.F.I., and our sincere thanks are due to them 
for their co-operation with us. You are all aware of 
their Travelling Libraries in the form of boxes of 50 
books which circulate among different small and 
isolated units. 

We also have sent consignments of books to the Red 
Cross Society for distribution in their hospitals in Mid- 
East from time to time. 


1 Gratis (postage 1d.) from the Hon. Secretary or the 
Hon. Examinations Secretary. 


Of the grand total of 60,335 books distributed during 
the year, 5,030 books were in Afrikaans. Of these, 
4,355 were purchased, and the remainder of 675 were 
donated. Of the total of 55,305 English books distri- 
buted, 3,480 were purchased and the balance of 51,825 
were donated. 

During the year £579 was spent on English books, 
£635 on Afrikaans and £58 on books in the vernacular 
for Native Troops. In this connexion, a grant of £100 
was made to the Christian Council of South Africa to 
enable them to continue their excellent work in supply- 
ing vernacular literature to the Non-European Troops. 
A grant of £25 was also made to the Pietermaritzburg 
Books for Troops organization to assist them in pur- 
chasing Afrikaans books. It will be noticed on our 
Balance Sheet that £392 was spent on publicity. This is 
for Press advertising, exhibition of posters on railway 
hoardings, as well as for advertising the various ven- 
tures we have had, such as cinema shows and concerts. 
It will be seen that the expenditure of £392 on publicity 
brought in 51,825 books, which, if valued at the very 
conservative figure of 2s. per book, would have cost 
£5,182, and the expenses of publicity therefore. more 
than justify themselves. 

Two drives for books were held in Johannesburg. 
The first, the Mile of Books on the City Hall Steps, 
brought in about 24,000 books. In addition, we have 
held a Street Collection which realized £844, a Cinema 
Show and Bantu Concert which, together, brought in 
£236 ; the balance of our income being largely made up 
of donations. Our book collection boxes, which as you 
all know exist around Johannesburg, have been very 
successful, and on an average we can rely on approxi- 
mately 1,400 books per month being collected from these. 

The figures throughout this report deal with bound 
books and magazines of the Readers’Digest type only. 
Large quantities of magazines of all other types are 
distributed in addition, but these are too numerous to 
be counted. 

It will be seen that, by having members representing 
the Red Cross Society, Navy War Fund, Imperial Troops 
Comforts Fund, and Y.M.C.A. among others on our 
committee, we have tried to co-ordinate the work, to 
co-operate with all funds and organizations interested 
in the welfare of the Allied Fighting Forces, and to 
maintain as far as possible an equitable distribution of 
reading matter among the various sections of the 
Forces. 


P. J. RILLSTONE, 


rman, 
_ Books for Troops Committee, Johannesburg. 
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Early Law Books in South Africa. Mr. Varley sends 
us the following letter, which will be of interest to 
many of our readers :— 

South African Public Library 

Cape Town 
21. July 1943 
C. G. Hall, Esq., 
Editor, S.A. Law journal, 
Temple Chambers, 4 Wale Street, 
Cape ‘Town 
Dear Sir, 


Earty Law-Booxs 1n SOUTH AFRICA 


I have come across a short note in the South African 
Law Journal, v. XLVIII, 1931, pp. 4-8, written by 
the late Mr. J. de Villiers Roos, describing his own 
copy of the Somme Rurael of Jean Boutillier (Bottel- 
gier) as the oldest printed law-book in South Africa. 
The substance of this note was recently reprinted in 
an article by ‘“Oud-Magistraat” in Die Huisgenoot 
27 (1069) 18. Sep. 1942, p. 31, in which the claim is 
repeated. 

The Roos copy of this work (printed in Delft in 
1483) is, as a matter of fact, not the only one in the 
country: there is another, with a curious, crudely- 
coloured woodcut of an enthroned king surrounded 


Public Library, 

Johannesburg, 
19. February 1944 
The Editor, 
South African libraries, 
University of the Witwatersrand, 
Milner Park 
Dear Sir, 

May I correct an error which appears in Mr. 
S. B. Asher’s article in your January, 1944, issue. 
Mr. Asher states that ‘‘at most 156 volumes on 
science and technology” were received by the 
Seymour Memorial Library ‘during the ten 
months ending in March 1943”. Actually 429 
books on science and technology were added to 
the Seymour Memorial Library during that period. 

Mr. Asher places his figure of 156 volumes added 
to “the largest science library in the Union” in 
the same paragraph as Mr. Freer’s statement that 
there is “ a minimum annual output of 14,000 
important books on science’, thus making it ap- 
pear that the Seymour Memorial Library receives 
less than 1 per cent of the new books on science. 

It is possible to check Mr. Asher’s figure ; 
Mr. Freer’s cannot be checked because it is so vague. 
However, if Mr. Freer includes in his minimum 
output all the books on science published in Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan, and Russia, his figure is still 
fantastic. The total number of books on science, 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


CORRESPONDENCE 


MORIJA PRINTING WORKS, BASUTOLAND 


by his courtiers, in the Grey Collection at the South 
African Public Library in Cape Town. This copy 
was presented to the Library by Sir Christoffel Brand. 

The Somme Rurael is, however, not the oldest 
printed law-book in South Africa. There is in the 
Grey Collection a copy of Justinian’s Institutiones, 
printed at Mainz on the 23. May 1476, by one of the 
first known European printers, Peter Schoeffer, 
Typographically speaking this is one of the finest 
incunabula we have in South Africa. The text is 
neatly arranged in the centre, with the gloss and 
annotations forming a frame. This particular copy 
one time belonged to the old Franciscan Monastery 
Library at Salisbury. 

These are printed books ; but there are even earlier 
law-books in the Grey Collection. They are unfor- 
tunately only MS. fragments, on vellum, two being 
extracts from the Digest, Book II, and one from 
Book XIII. 

All these early works are at the moment in safe 
keeping away from Cape Town, but as soon as they 
have been returned to the Grey Library, I shall be 
pleased to show them to anyone who is_ interested. 

Yours faithfully, 

DoucLas VARLEY, 

Secretary and Librarian 


including school-texts, new editions, and popular 
books, published in England in 1942 was 136; 
on technology 156. I find it hard to believe that 
only 1 per cent of the world’s output of books 
on science comes from England. Whether that is 
the case or not I have no means of checking— 
I don’t know how many books were published 
in 1942, a minimum year, in Japan or Germany— 
but I consider it mischievous to place an imaginary 
figure such as Mr. Freer’s against an incorrect 
figure for an individual library for purposes of 
comparison. 

I whole-heartedly support Mr. Asher’s plea for 
better-stocked and more active science libraries 
and I will agree that the Seymour Memorial 
Library has a long way to go before it can compare 
with the best science libraries in Europe and Ame- 
rica, but the case is not improved by misstatements 
and exaggeration. 

I would also draw attention to the fact that the 
present chaotic state of the world might indicate 
that the humanities are of equal, if not greater, 
importance than the technologies, and that the 
provision of “‘books of power” is even more back- 
ward in South Africa than the provision of books 
of information. 


Yours faithfully, 
R. F. KENNEDY 
Librarian - 
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